RhythmBee Presentation
WTAMU - July 13, 2022

Rhythm is the base on which music performance is based. It is the foundation of the house -
the chassis of the car - the topic of the essay. “Indispensable” is not hyperbole when stating
the importance of rhythm accuracy to music performance.

Many of us “band director types” cannot really remember learning to count rhythms. We
often just pick it up on the way to playing tunes. Therefore, it is easy to assume that rhythm
performance is not really something that students learn in any traditional manner. Here are
some statements that expose common (faulty) attitudes toward teaching rhythm
performance.

“They eithern get it evthey den't.”
“T howe my ewn way of teaching that.”
“T gel teally senisus aboul vwylhun just begere dight-reading centest.”
And then there’s this most famous of all . . .
“Tt gees like thia: Dee da de de de de da”

Here are some statements that demonstrate how effective a purposeful rhythm curriculum
can be.

“Gightt reading centest hay become o nen-event forv muy kids.”

“When T stanted te teach dwlihuma beyond the level of ewn techmnigue, nuy bouds
eolly stontted te excel.”

“Akler gelling vwylthimic pulse and reading music nelalien eul ef the way, nmy
“My band hay fually develsped o vey steng inteual pulse.”
“Quu ninthv gadens ave the beat sight-readens v ewv bond.”

| hope you will find a rhythm instruction method that you like and go for it. Here is the key to
that good foundation, chassis, or essay topic:

1. In those couple of weeks before your beginner band is ready to play, establish the
practice of emphasizing rhythm counting every day.
a. Make it loud.
b. Make it lively.
c. Make it fun.
2. When you are ready for your beginners to play their instruments for the first time, they
should be almost ready to count 16™" notes.



a. When beginners start playing their instruments, many of us stop teaching
rhythms beyond what is needed for the beginner book.
b. Be the exception!
i. Continue the now-established practice of rhythm counting.
ii. Go as far as possible in teaching rhythm counting.
iii. But make it only a 5-10 minute exercise every day.
3. You will find that your students stay more interested when they can do something that
is more difficult every day — like counting more advanced rhythms.
4. By the end of the year, your students should be able to count about a full year ahead of
their playing ability.
5. The result is that new music — whether the next page of the beginner book or a new
tune — never looks difficult to them.
6. That is exactly how sight-reading contest can become a non-event.

Of course, | have a favorite rhythm curriculum. RhythmBee is a large group of rhythm
counting exercises that are animated to put every student in a rhythmic environment so they
can feel the link between visual, aural, and kinesthetic experiences.

Following are some screenshots of interest concerning RhythmBee.
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Welcome to the RhythmBee Band Bundle!
Part 1: Rhythm Curriculum - Consistent use develops counting fluency.
Table of Contents Pg. 1 - From foot tap to syncopation |
Table of Contents Pg. 2 - From 16ths to irreqular and multi-meters |
Part 2: Wind Studies - a virtual and printable beginning band method
| Table of Contents Pg. 3 - Projectable and printable exercises |
Fourteen Skill Sefs (pages), each with 18 exercises
All major scales in 1/4, 18th, triplets, and 16ths

This is the splash page of the Band Bundle application. Every unit begins with a countdown timer (BellRinger).
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We are “really big on” posture and making the foot tap an automatic (almost involuntary) action.
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Notice the counting help in the early stages of a new idea. Later, they count together so the class is self-correcting.
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With the arrows designating the foot tap, students can’t get lost, even in quartet counting. That frees the teacher to be
around the room checking every student.
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The teacher can loop (and unloop) any measure in real time. And the teacher can select individual lines for class focus.



E for Eastman Counting
T for Traditional Counting

#1 - Foot Tap - Posture
#2 - Foot Tap - Quarter Rest
#3 - Foot Tap Practice + Arrows
#4 Reading Quarter Note
#5 Reading Music
#6 Reading Music

4

[ - re S Rest o e Bt |
|21 - Ben More Eihth Rest n the Bt
#22 - Up-beat Quartet
|| #23 - Lost Reviewof Quorters od Eiiths

#7 Quarter Notes
#8 Ties & Half Notes
#9 Tied 1/4 & 1/2 Notes
#10 Ties-Dotted 1/2-Whole
#11 Reading Music |
#12 - Reading 2 measures & 2 lines | Assmat

| #23.5 - Unison Ttorial-Dotted 1/4 - 1/8th |
| #238 - Cut Tine Ino
#C - Tnemediate Ot Tme. |
#24 Ties & Dotted 1/4 | Assmnt |
#25 - Intro to Syncopation |

| #13 - counting of long & tied notes

{E_#14 Quartet - learn Rules 1 42 T|
P> |E #15 - Quarter 4 Eighth Quartet T|

| #15in3/4 - Quarter & Eghth Quartet |

| #16 - Quarter/Eighth Quartet

| #17 - Quarter - Duet - Unison

#26 - Advanced Syncopation
#2] Syncopation Rag
#28 - 2/4 Quartet
#29 - 3/4 Quartet

=

#324 - 3/4 Quartet

[ #328 - Another 3/4 Quartet

| #33 - At w/ eestoone & toier |
| #34 - s w/ NoesononeStoizer 3§
| #736 - 24 Assssent w/ Foh Reaing |
[ #36 - 51 Asessmnt wl Fo R |
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Page 1 of the the Table of Contents guides teacher and students to learn and practrice all rhythm counting skills through
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dotted quarter eighth.

Rhythm Units 1-36 = | Rhythm Table of Contents | To Wind Studies

E #37 - Introto f6ths RN T

#378 - Sixteenths TR TR

#37C - Sixteenths TR TR FRL
E#37D - Sixteenths <3733 A T

E #37E - Sixteenths FRLHLT

E #37F - Sixteenths FRAILT

#38 - 16th Note Practice

#39 - Dotted 8th - Sixteenth, etc.

#40 - And More 16th Practice - B

#41 - And Even More 16th Practice C

#51 - Learn Rule #3 - Triplets

#71 - 5/8 Time (1--2-)

#52 - Triplets - Loops will help

#53 - More Triplet Practice w/ Loops

#72 - 7/8 Time (1--2-3-)

#54 - Triplet Training (Repetitions)

#73 - 7/8 Time (1-2-3--)

#55 - More Complicated triplets (more ties)

#74 - Introducing Multimeters (3/4 & 6/8)

#56 - Triplets and 8ths together

#75 - March of the Rests in 2/4

#57 - Triplets and 8ths together

#76 - Rhythmic Puzzle in 2/4

#58 - Triplets and Compound Time

E #T7 - Quartef|in 58 (1-2--) i

#59 - Trio w/ Maestro & Few Arrows

€ #78 - Quartet|in 5/8 (1--2-) T

#60 - 6/8 and Triplet Ties

#79 - Quartet in 7/8 (1-2-3--)

#61 - Quartef with Ostinato

#80 - Quartet in 7/8 (1-2-3--) No Arrows

#42 - Sightreading w/ Maestro in 2/4 Tine

#43 - Sightreading w/ Maestro in 3/4

#44 - Arrows and Maestro in 5/4

#45 - Arrows and Maestro in 4/4

E #46 - Rhythmic Canon con Maestron T

#47 - Simple Meter Review #1

#48 - Simple Meter Review #2

#49 - Simple Meter Review #3 - Maestro

#50 - Quartet - March in 2/4
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#62 - Practice on All Skills

#81 - Quartet in 3/4 - 7/8

#63 - Dotted 8th/16th Review

#82 - Multi-meter Quartet

#w-J D ,

#83 - Advanced (16ths) Quartet in 4/4

#64 - Comprehensive Review

#84 - Advanced 6/8 Quartet

#65 - Triplets Divided into 16ths

#85 - Quartet in 3/4 & 6/8

#66 - Applying the "Catch All" Rule

#67 - Review of Everything

#86 - Adagio Counting of all Rhythms

#87 - Multi-meter Practice

#68 - 6/8 Time March Style

#88 - Rests and Ensemble Skills

#69 - Simple Meter Waltz

E_ #10 - Introduding 5/8 Time T

#89 - Advnced Trilet Practice
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Page 2 of the Table of Contents guides teacher and students through counting skills needed for
16ths, triplets, multi-meters, irregular meters, etc. etc.
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The Band Bundle concludes with a virtual and printable beginner book.

1. Wind Studies is arranged in Skill Sets rather than pages.
2. Each Skill Set includes 20 (twenty) lines of practice on each skill.
a. Projectible for classroom use
b. Printable for home practice assignments and evaluation
c. Skill Sets 13 and 14 contain all major scales in four different rhythmic patterns.
Each part and each page of each part is printable on its own
4. The entire Wind Studies program can be printed with . . .
a. Just a few button clicks
b. About a ream of paper
c. Perhaps afew ink cartridges.

w

We produce additional Skill Sets on request so that a director can have a custom
beginner band book that includes exactly the right material.

The following page is our “convention brochure” showing more about this unique program.
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Rhythm Counting Curriculum

' = /-_\ ﬁ‘?(. 120+ animated videos for class/ensemble training
} g //l vt—//l n?Bee i Com « Animation "keeps time" so the « Simple and compgund time
o’ teacher can focus on students. « Irregular and multi-meters
! « Steady beat to compound time « Builds “music speed reading”
« Teaches 283 part foot tap » Informed by brain science
« Unigue in-class assessment « Technically - educationally sound
Wind Studies
Animated Instructional Videos v:”f”":"’!":‘;"’ hulid your e ‘::9':“"; me‘:“’d
M ; « Virtual and printable » Animated video keeps time
Applications for Computer, Android, Chromebook + 300 plus exercises with 20 exer- ¢ Teacher can give “lessons”
. . cises per skill set ¢ Students cannot get lost, so...
Teaches Rhy‘thm'countmg" S({Ifegglo, « Full band to like-instruments ¢ Unlimited chances to lean
General Music SkI"S, & Begmnmg Band + Major scales in varied rhythms ~ « Goes beyond beginner year
F .th ¢ h b ’ t‘ « Loop option - lots of “chop time” = Custom lessons on request
ree with every teacner subscription:
« Student apps  « Practice videos  « Mini-apps Solfeggio Curriculum
+ Sequential solfeggio training + Animated video keeps time
4 400 exercises in each key ¢ Teacher can give "lessons.”
Our Products 4 Call/response - Echo ¢ Students cannot get lost, so...
. 0 Adjustable tempo 9 Unlimited chances to learn
I Elementary Music Bundle si100 0 Hide or reveal solfege text « Adjustable tempo

General Music, partial Solfeggio and Rhythm Curricula « Builds accurate audiation + “Do Re Mi" to fully chromatic

2. Choral Bundle (MS/HS/College) $225
Solfeggio and Rhythm Curricula, Maestronome

General Music Curriculum
* Dozens of units with fun & challenging rhythmic pattems based on the

words represented by animated graphics.
3. Band Bundle (Ms/HS/College) $225 Available sets include: Math Facts, Math Contests, Months, Shapes,
Rhythm Curriculum, Wind Studies, Maestronome Colors, Coins, Pets, Helpers, Heroes, Transportation, Baseball, Foot-
ball, Basketball, Fruits, Veggies, Junk Food, Farm Animals, Zoo Ani-
4 Orchestra Bundle (MS!HS!College) $175 mals, Jungle Animals, Dinosaurs, Birds, Sea Animals, Insects, USA,

Presidents, Texas, State Symbols, State Monuments

Rhythm Curriculum, Maestronome ® Also includes tick notation counting (Ta Ti-Ti) and Curwen hand
sign/solfeggio training
Subscriptions that begin now expire on July 1, 2023.
Dr. AN. “Buzzy” Green, President « Virtual conductor animatj:: :1enito£?;:::::eand compound meters
Buzzy@rhythmbee.com 903-790-0842 ‘

+ Variable tempo from 60 bpm to 180 bpm.

Sue J. Green, CFO

Sue@rhythmbee.com 903-725-3304 Subscriptions that begin now expire on July 1, 2023,




