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Link to “Teaching Beginning Brass Tone Production” on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=01tNT1yCNVk OR search the title plus “David Lough”

Everything should serve the purpose of creating a resonant tone

e Correct usage of air

o BreathIn
a Chestup. Keep it up.
o Release

= Elasticity allows air to naturally move out of the body
& Should be an exhale
o Maintaining Steady Airflow
» Maintain a constant exhale
s Straw and pinwheel
Embouchure Setup
o Relaxed in the Middle
a  Say ‘Dim”
o  Structure around the outside
s Corners Set (Hug the teeth)
o Top and Bottom Lip alignment
m  Air blows straight ahead
Mouthpiece Placement/Angle
o Finding the Anchor Point (based on teeth) - Left/Right
o Aperture somewhere close to the center - Up/Down
o The top of rim and bottom of rim should be sitting on skin, not lip tissue
Alignment and Openness of the Air Column
o Air needs a path to travel from lungs to lip
Playing in the center of Resonance
o Tongue Level/Mowel Shape/Tongue Position
m Has a great deal to do with finding resonance
e Helps fine-tune the frequency
o Pitch and resonance on the trumpet correlate
m There are certainly a lot of bad notes
e Harmonic Series
o  5th/6th Harmonics, etc.
e 3-valve system
o Low C#D
o Firstline E, 2nd space A, Top line F, etc.

e Articulation
o The tongue releases the air instantaneously
m it works in retrograde



e |t starts out blocking the airway
e It moves out of the way to allow air flow which initiates sound

a Tip between the teeth
e “Thah”, “Spit the seed”

a TBR - Sequence of events
e Tongue, Blow, Release

¢ Navigating Intervals
o Maintain the shape and function of the “machine” while moving up or down
s Coordination of air and vowel shape

Three consistent problems that lead to tone production issues for students.
1. Problem: Incorrect usage of air - Too much/too little
2. Problem: The Pinch and/or the misalignment of the lips
3. Problem: Playing away from the center of Resonance

Beginner Week 1

Environment Matters
“This is a safe place to make mistakes” “We learn from mistakes”

Posture
Breath in
Exhale
Small Straw
Gets the tongue in a good starting defauit position for middle and low notes
Visualizer
Gives visual of how the aperture fits vertically in the cup
Mouthpiece - No Buzz
Add Straw
Straw and Mouthpiece
Steady Tone - OPEN STEADY FULL
Articulation
TBR
Single Long Tone
Repeated Long Tones
High to Low
Pitch Bend Rules
1. Steady Air (Same Volume)
a. James Stamp said “Keep your foot on the gas when you go downhill, too.”
2. Embouchure Steady
3. Jaw Steady
4. \Vowel Shape Changes
High to Low to High

Once we can do all of this successfully, we are ready for the trumpet
And we'll be able to find resonance freely because we already have some control



