
FUNdam entals
of Beginning Band



Fir st Few Day s



Set Up



No Music Stands

Nametags on the chair

Chairs spaced as possible

Isle in the middle





Mirrors





Before 
Instruments



Prepare 
Embouchure 

& Hand Position



Pneumo Pro

Alternately, 
blow on hand 

(or mirror)  
different 
directions 
with finger 
under lip.



One Finger



Milkshake Face



Air Direction



Finger Drills
Separate from embouchure

No mouthpiece

Brass positions



Hot Take 
#1 & 2 



#1 
Brass Positions



#2 
Kick Slide



FUN!



CHANTS



Fir st Sounds



Minimal instrument
assembly



Only assemble as needed
- headjoint

- mouthpiece and barrel (neck)
- mouthpiece only

(other hand holds mirror)



Cases stay on ground



Embouchures
30 seconds
30 years



Flute



Flute
Headjoint covered with flesh of 

right hand, mirror in left
.

Pooh
Air trying to escape

No stands 
needed.



Flute
When moving to open, 
hand forward (wave)

They will need high and lowÐ
either is good!

No stands 
needed.



Clarinet



Clarinet
Mouthpiece and barrel 

.

Anchor Top teeth!
EEE (or Hee)

No stands 

needed.



Clarinet
Show them how it feels

Check with Ówiggle checkÓ
.

Angles
Anchor

EEE

No stands 

needed.



Brass



Hot Take 
#3 



Brass 
To Buzz or 

Not to Buzz



No stands 

needed.



No stands 

needed.



No stands 

needed.



No stands 

needed.



Siren Down First

No stands 

needed.



FUN!



Easy Things
Call things a game

Buddies/pair share
Reseat them
Down the Row

Stand up/Face the back



Everything is fun at
this point

Things kids told me were fun.

Performance day
Concert song
Baby clarinet

Orange pages
Hand staff

Rhythm grid



Achievement is fun!

Lower Waterfall
Caleb 



Baby Inst r um ent



Flute



Hot Cross Headjoint



Clarinet



Waterfall



Hot Take 
#4 



Clarinet C 
Sounding like C#



Brass



UntestedÉ

www.hornmatters.com/2019/05/revisiting-the-buzz-pipe / 

Mouthpiece with tubing



UntestedÉ
Alternate holding position



Ar t iculat ion



Back to the 
mini instrument

with mirrors



Look like a picture, 
not a video 

(mannequin challenge) 



3 Tips:
- Get to fast tonguing sooner
- Randomly ÔdirectÕ tonguing

- Go down the row a lot



FUN!



Articulation

Later
Another One Bites the Dust

Baby Shark!



Hand Posit ion



Flute



Hot Take 
#5 



Flute
Thumb Bb



Modified 
InstrumentÐ

1 hand



Tape (shelf/tip of thumb)



Angles of the Flute



Cold Turkey



Clarinet



Clarinet Hacks

1. Mouthpiece Patch
2. Pencil Grips

3. Band Aid
4. Dots on Keys



Earning The Bell

Later on Ð Lower Waterfall

My goal is Halloween, but it 
depends on your situation!

Happy Birthday (not methodical)



Brass



Hamburger (C in sign)
Valves straight up and down

Horns can hold the bell
Horns may need foot out

Instrument Maintenance?



FUN!



Hand Position Races
(Review different fingerings)



I play, You play
Solo, Soli



One Thing



Flute



Flexibility



Clarinet



Tongue Position
Mouthpiece only Hot Cross High



Brass



No Tension

Mirror of upper body

Breathe/relax reminders



Slur Down First
4 th position (trumpet A - E)

3rd (Bb - F)
2nd (B - F#)
1st (C Ð G)

Add 5 th/6 th/7 th when ready



Fir st Song



Hot Cross Buns (3 note)
LetÕs Go Band (4 +1 chr. note)

We Will Rock You (4 note)
Lean on Me (Slur)

Bab Shark (3 note/art)

Rote Songs



Flute



Low version/High version

Oboe/Bassoon/Sax - low



Clarinet



+ Register



Brass



Improve Pitch Accuracy

Knuckle Busters



FUN
With rhythm



DonÕt Break the Chain



DonÕt Break the Chain



Human Rhythm



Human Rhythm (advanced)



King/Queen of the Hill



Next Steps



Flute



Moving to D, C, Bb

Start class with ROTE 
each day for a long time.

Teacher demonstrate.



Clarinet



Down the Clarinet

Start class with ROTE 
each day for a long time.

Teacher demonstrate.



Lower Waterfall +Reps



Register Studies

C + Register First



Brass



Muscle 
Development

Woodwinds Ð Fingers
Brass - Lips



War m ups



Warmups
aka

The most important 
things to play each day



Sound
before
Sight
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Flute & Oboe Warm-up Level 1
T Sayger
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Slur Tongue

Chromatic 1 octave
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Bassoon Warm-up Level 1
T Sayger

1

2

3

4

5

6

Chromatic

7

8

Slur Tongue

Chromatic 1 octave

6



Hot Take 
#6 



Clarinet
Right Hand Down



Reading Music



Once they start reading:
- canÕt look at mirrors
- stands must be high

- more to focus on



They should READ much 
easier music than they 

play by rote.



Train the Muscles
Train the Brain 



FUN!



Beat the Band Director



FUN



Random ideas:

Marathon Days
Play Your Face Off Friday

Brass Wars/Woodwind Wars
Marco Polo



From the 
Kids:

Play in the Dark

The Easy Button



Pieces of 
a Puzzle







Brass Ð Slur / WW  #4



Brass Ð Slur / WW  #3



Bb Scale



BDTS 
Business 
Partners



Cut Time
N-Tune Music
Vandoren
Green Light Tours
KHS America



FUN!



Distraction



FUN!



Never Stop Learning


